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Volume 8. Occupation and the Emergence of Two States, 1945-1961 
Western Declaration on Germany, the European Defense Community, and Berlin  
(May 27, 1952) 
 
 

 
The signing of the European Defense Community (EDC) Treaty on May 27, 1952, gave the 
three Western Powers – France, Great Britain, and the U.S. – the opportunity to affirm their 
comprehensive security guarantees for Western Europe and the Federal Republic. The EDC 
offered the possibility of West German rearmament within the framework of a common 
European army; it foresaw, among other things, the integration of various national army units 
into a single European army whose soldiers would wear the same uniform. But the EDC Treaty 
could not take effect until it was ratified by all three signatories. At the end of August 1954, the 
French National Assembly refused to ratify it, and the project was shelved.   
 
 

 
 
 

The Governments of France, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 

United States of America have signed conventions with the German Federal Republic which will 

establish a new relationship with that country. These conventions, as well as the treaties for a 

European Defense Community and a European Coal and Steel Community, of which France is 

a signatory, provide a new basis for uniting Europe and for the realization of Germany's 

partnership in the European Community. They are designed to prevent the resurgence of former 

tensions and conflicts among the free nations of Europe and any future revival of aggressive 

militarism. They make possible the removal of the special restraints hitherto imposed on the 

Federal Republic of Germany and permit its participation as an equal partner in Western 

defense. 

 

These conventions and treaties respond to the desire to provide by united efforts for the 

prosperity and security of Western Europe. The Governments of the United Kingdom and the 

United States consider that the establishment and development of these institutions of the 

European Community correspond to their own basic interests and will therefore lend them every 

possible cooperation and support. 

 

Moreover, Western Defense is a common enterprise in which the Governments of the United 

Kingdom and the United States are already partners through membership of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization. 
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These bonds are now strengthened by the system of reciprocal guarantees agreed to between 

the member States of the European Defense Community, between these member States and 

the United Kingdom and also between these member States and the member States of the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

 

For these various reasons, including the fact that these new guarantees will apply to the States 

concerned only as members of one or the other of these organizations, the Governments of the 

United Kingdom and the United States have an abiding interest, as has the Government of 

France, in the effectiveness of the treaty creating the European Defense Community and in the 

strength and integrity of that Community. Accordingly, if any action from whatever quarter 

threatens the integrity or unity of the Community, the two Governments will regard this as a 

threat to their own security. They will act in accordance with Article 4 of the North Atlantic 

Treaty. Moreover, they have each expressed their resolve to station such forces on the 

continent of Europe, including the Federal Republic of Germany, as they deem necessary and 

appropriate to contribute to the joint defense of the North Atlantic Treaty area, having regard to 

their obligations under the North Atlantic Treaty, their interest in the integrity of the European 

Defense Community, and their special responsibilities in Germany. 

 

The security and welfare of Berlin and the maintenance of the position of the three powers there 

are regarded by the three powers as essential elements of the peace of the free world in the 

present international situation. Accordingly, they will maintain armed forces within the territory of 

Berlin as long as their responsibilities require it. They therefore reaffirm that they will treat any 

attack against Berlin from any quarter as an attack upon their forces and themselves. 

 

These new security guarantees supersede the assurances contained in the declaration of the 

Foreign Ministers of France, the United Kingdom and the United States at New York on 

September 19th, 1950. 
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